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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2016–17) BILL 2016 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2016–17) BILL 2016 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Treasurer) [2.51 pm] — in reply: The 2016–17 budget was brought down in 
the toughest revenue times in this state’s history when we are to see in 2016–17 an 18 per cent drop in our 
expected rate of revenue, the sharpest drop of any state or government since the Great Depression in the 1930s. 
Despite that, we are keeping on governing, providing the highest quality essential services in this state. To 
address and prepare for the future we have also undertaken dramatic reforms of the public sector, controlling 
expenditure, particularly wages growth and salary growth to the lowest in 20 years. We have spent the last few 
years undertaking root and branch reform of the public sector expenditure across areas to reorientate expenditure 
to the frontline services to maintain the highest quality in the country. We recognise also that this state is 
continuing to grow and we need to continue our large capital works program to underlie its growth, and we have 
done that. We also recognise the fiscal challenges faced by the state and the need to fund the capital expenditure 
into the future from sources other than debt. As a result, we have introduced a range of private partnerships, but 
we also proposed a fiscal action plan where we sold assets that we no longer need to own to use those to fund 
capital into the future. That is what sensible, appropriate governments do. This prepares us well for the future. 
I commend the bills to the house. 

Questions put and passed. 

Bills read a second time. 

Pursuant to standing order 222, bills and estimates referred to Estimates Committees A and B. 
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